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February 23, 2015 
 
 
Dear Bishop Ough, Rev. Valdez-Barker and Members of The Connectional Table: 
 
Reports about your meeting in Mozambique have reached us via United Methodist News. We rejoice wherever 
there is “really a spirit of trying to listen to one another,” but we are also aware that listening well is no panacea. 
Listening for a way to patch wrongs in the presence of intentional discrimination masks the ongoing cry from the 
discriminated against, “Harm!” 
 
We appreciated the report of Benedita Penicela Nhambiu observing that Africans are not monolithic regarding any 
“issue” and that it is important to ask how actions of the Connectional Table are received by those who continue to 
be harmed by the categorical discrimination against them and by a blanket refusal to discern God-given gifts and 
graces for ordained ministry among LGBTQ United Methodists. 
 
We recognize the Connectional Table’s attempt to expand two areas of church life to allow for more inclusivity of 
LGBTQ people (clergy-based decisions regarding marriage and Annual Conference-based decisions of ordination). 
We honor that there has clearly been struggling and creativity applied. However, in light of forty years of ever-
increasing draconian restrictions, we remain convinced that these sorts of moderations are too little, too late. 
 
Since Love Prevails’ first encounter with the Connectional Table in November of 2013, you have attempted to do 
what we asked of you: break the silence. Breaking the silence is an important method of dissent from an oppressive 
system, even if you know that dissent is not going to carry the day in the moment. We affirm your ongoing efforts 
to lead in conversations that move us towards greater and more honest engagement. We do not, however, agree with 
the outcome of the “third way” proposal you are setting forth. This proposal is predicated on the notion that it is 
morally and theologically defensible for some people within our denomination to continue to lawfully discriminate. 
Love Prevails believes that creating pockets of injustice is intolerable and lacks the full force of gospel integrity.  
 
We remember the April 2014 Connectional Table meeting when the motion was made and passed to submit 
legislation to General Conference calling for the removal of all prejudicial language which bars LGBTQ persons 
from full participation in the life of the church. We can fully affirm nothing less, for nothing less will succeed in 
healing The United Methodist Church from the fever of biblical literalism that moves us from discrimination 
(women) to discrimination (racial – Black and Native) to discrimination (LGBTQ). It is time to stop this artificial 
and legalistic way of engaging a Loving and Living God. 
 
Blessings and Courage to you, each and all, 
 
Love Prevails, 

Laci Lee Adams Mary Anne Balmer Rev. Amy DeLong Glenn Duggin Laura Ralston 
Dr. Mary Lou Taylor Rev. Dr. Julie Todd Brenda White Rev. Wesley White  Alison Wisneski 


