December 6, 2018
Dear Friends in the Struggle:
Everything Love Prevails has ever said or done boils down to one message: Take all of the anti-queer, homophobic, cisgendered language out of The Book of Discipline. This is simply the only way for justice, love, and inclusion to be made
real in the United Methodist Church.
Like many of you, we have felt discouraged and stymied over the past couple of years. Despite repeated pleas from Love
Prevails, the Commission on (Not) the Way Forward carried on its work without significant input from a diverse
representation of United Methodist queer folks. The release of the Traditionalist Plan has revealed the vicious intent to
purge the church of an LGBTQ+ presence. And the hearts of our Bishops have remained hardened against us as they
prioritize the maintenance of the institution over the well-being of God’s queer children.
We have shared the shock of just how bad this denomination feels right now and how much worse it might actually get for
queer folx and their allies in February of 2019. As we approach the Special Session, we are horrified that the majority
United Methodists seem to believe that the One Church Plan is a step in the right direction.
Love Prevails remains committed to the defeat of the One Church Plan. The effect of the One Church Plan would be the
functional abandonment of our LGBTQ+ brothers and sisters in certain geographic areas, while others enjoy newfound
privileges. The United Methodist Church certainly does not need pockets of prejudice and discrimination which will
continue to infect the rest of the Body of Christ.
Additionally, while it is true that the One Church Plan would remove the costly public spectacle of church trials – it will
do so by transferring all that violence to our Annual Conferences and local churches, where LGBTQ people will not have
access to representation or due process. Instead of creating One Church that is faithful to the gospel, this plan will
essentially place targets of the backs of LGBTQ people and make every one of us more vulnerable to the worst of United
Methodist harm. The One Church Plan will set us all back by making every decision-making body of the church, at every
single level, a place where LGBTQ people will be debated and wounded, punished and pushed out.
In the midst of all this, Love Prevails continues to offer our critical analysis and prophetic witness. Our core team meets
by phone and video conferences every three weeks and we have podcasted our most current thinking. Some of us continue
to travel to meetings at the general church level – where we are often met by local police and hired security, avoidant
glances, and tired excuses. We have been faithful to loving one another through difficulty of continued exclusion.
And, we will show up at the General Conference in St. Louis, offer the faithful witness that only we can, and demand again
that General Conference remove the discriminatory language and make no provisions for codified, localized injustice.
To do this, we need your support. We humbly ask you to make an end-of-year contribution to help our team travel to and
St. Louis. Please consider a donation to Love Prevails by going to our website www.loveprevailsumc.com/donate or by
sending a check to Love Prevails c/o Kairos CoMotion. P.O. Box 45234, Madison, WI 53744-5234
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